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Message

From: Cirian, Mike [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=98DOFD2CBB3F4F25B819C6929E18D08D-CIRIAN, MIKE]

Sent: 4/18/2016 2:53:26 PM

To: Vranka, Joe [vranka.joe@epa.gov]; Moler, Robert [Moler.Robert@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Missoulian Opinion - Ryan Zinke - April 18, 2016

Wow, talk about uninformed.

Mike Cirian, PE

Libby On-site Project Manager
US EPA

108 East 9th Street

Libby, MT 59923

{406) 293-6134 Office

From: Vranka, Joe

Sent: Monday, April 18, 2016 8:46 AM

To: Cirian, Mike <Cirian.Mike@epa.gov>; Moler, Robert <Moler.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: Missoulian Opinion - Ryan Zinke - April 18, 2016

Fyl

hito A missouliancom/news/opinionfeolumnistsSlocal-control-at-cfac-is-oritical-for-futurefarticle 2ealb030-2976-5610-
ab?5-deifBbb97c28 himd

ILocal control at CFAC is critical for future

RYAN ZINKE
1 hr ago

INKS

During my last visit home in the Flathead, in between spring cleaning and shutthng my son to hus track meets, [ read an article
in the paper about US. Sen. Jon Teater’s visit to the Columbia Falls Aluminum Co. facility. Only a month carlier, I made a
sunilar visit to gauge the progress that's being made. As a Flathead native, it gives me great relisf and optimism that this issue is
receiving the attention it deserves and that crews are making progress. People should be engaged because we are all i this
together, and it affects us all. While there 19 some difference m how we get to the goal, T think we all agree that Glencore must
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be held accountable and the site must be fully cleaned and restored so that it can once again contribute to, not weaken, the
community.

The debate is not whether Glencore 1s held accountable. We all support that pomnt. The gquestion is the process of how we restore
the sife so 1t once agamn benefits Columbia Falls and Flathead Couwnty, After being m Congress for a vear, Tean tell vou for a
fact that the Eoavironmental Protection Agency 15 not the solation we should seck. The EPA is the defimition of government
bureascracy. It's top-heavy, cumbersome and costly. We know from past experience m Montana and across the country that
once a community gets put under the EPAs thumb, all state and local control is gone, and all we have to look forward to s a
long and expensive process that often leaves commumities stigmatized with low property values.

Montana has 18 Superfund sites. Not one of them has been fully completed. Once a project has been listed by the EPA, a never-
ending grav cloud looms over the community, marring the reputation of the site, the community and evervthing around it
Imagme tounsts rescarching the arca in hopes of plamung a vacation to Glacier National Park. If the first thing that comes up on
Google 1 a Seperfund site, they will probably reconsider.

In fact, T challenge anyone to Google “Labby Montana” and see if the results reflect the community T know. [ grew up in
Whitefish and playing Libby in football was something we looked forward to, even though they abways roughed us up. Their
high school was ranked AA at the time and those guys knew how to hit. In the summer they all worked i the timber mulls and #
showed. Todav, Libby s barely ranked as a B, industry has collapsed and its name 1s synonvmous with the stercotypes that
accompany a Superfund designation. This is the last thing T want for Columbia Falls, We need to work toward growing our
communities, not crushing them.

The Flathead 1s full of potential. We have some of the best real estate, public lands and natural resources 1 the country, These
assets attract visitors and investment from around the world, which i tum funds our roads, bridges and schools. Twant
Columbiz Falls to be the way | remember i, a thriving town that served as the gateway to Glacier National Park. Our Flathead
County commissioners share this perspective and recognize that the EPA taking over 15 not the way forward. We don’t want to
see our reputation, property values and growth potential hampered by the stigma of a Superfund site. Let’s not forget, this 15 the
same agency that has forced oxpensive rules like Waters of the U5, and the Clean Power Plan on Montana homeowners,
farmers, ranchers and small businesses.

We all want to hold (Glencore accountable by getting CFAC cleancd up. That is non-negotiable. However, as a Flathead native, §
don’t see Washington as a savior in this scenanio. Glencore has already commissioned an independent romediation plan and
cleanup has begun. The state should fulfill its oversight roll and ensure that every cleanup recommendation withen that plan 15
pard for and accomplished by Glencore. They can’t cut and run as they have m the past.

Rather than burdening the Flathead with all the baggage that accompanics a Superfund site, we should handle this as
Montanans, mdependent of the federal goverament, so we can restore Columbia Falls to the thriving community we all
remember.

UK. Rep. Rvan Zinke represents Montang in Congress.

ED_002345B_00010728-00002



